


K-9_topology: CyberArts 2017 - 
Prix Ars Electronica Exhibition

The �nal visual reference in the presentation of the 
four K-9_topology projects is a
dog stacker. This is a training tool, designed for dog 
breeders or handlers as an aid for
correctly stacking their show prospect puppies and 
young adult dogs. The project series [which
consisted of four stages, and took place between 
2014 and 2017], is thereby shown formally
supported by the ultimate tool for a dog show 
competition. The dog stacker installation
juxtaposes the atmosphere of the four projects with 
elements of Smrekar's personal mythology, and 
further intertwines them with fragments of biotech-
nological facts and tools. The hybrid cell is
one of them, shown as a radical possibility of the 
canine and the human worlds colliding.

Expert consultancy and support: G. Šutić | Visual 
Identity for the project photo: Anže Sekelj, Hana 
Jošič | Acknowledgment: Ada and Byron 

Production: Kapelica Gallery / Kersnikova Institute, 
Praksa Institute
Coproduction: Bandits Mages Rencontres, Freies 
Museum Berlin
Supporters: Ministry of Culture of the Republic of 
Slovenia, Department of Culture of the Municipality 
of Ljubljana, European Comission – FP7 (KiiCS) and 
Horizon 2020 (DITOs), CNC – Centre national du 
cinéma et de l’image animée

K-9_topology won Prix Ars Electronica 2017 in Hybrid Art - Golden Nica. The Prix Ars Electronica is one of the most important 
awards in the world for creativity and a pioneering spirit in the �eld of digital media. The installation has been made for the 
CyberArts 2017 - Prix Ars Electronica at the OK O�enes Kulturhaus - Center for Contemporary Art Linz as a part of Ars Electronica 
festival 2017 (September 2017).



K-9_topology: ARTIST BOOK (2017)

The artist's book in a format of 70 x 90 cm is 
designed in a limited edition, the exhibited version 
being the �rst in a series (1/10). Without texts, the 
book embodies the non-verbal hommage of the 
optocentric culture, developed by human beings as 
a result of parallel evolution with dogs. Photographs 
in the book depict some of the images of the artist's 
life that had begun before her birth, and at the same 
time, the mosaic of content was made into a hybrid 
family album that re�ects the memory of the 
post-humanistic future. There, the dog-human 
werewolf exists like a reminiscence of the extinct 
species of men, that is, as a suggestion that our own 
animality is the one that makes us the most human.

The book stand formally depicts the form for the 
device, through which the breeder trains the dog of 
a speci�c state, which, according to the rules for a 
particular breed, is evaluated at dog show competi-
tions.

Concept in the editorial board: Maja Smrekar, Jurij 
Krpan, Boris Balant | Design: HUMAN1ST |
Photos by Maja Smrekar, Manuel Vason / Berlin, 
2016, Borut Peterlin, Miha Fras, Gjino Sutic, Branko 
Smrekar, Marija Smrekar, Amar Belmabrouk / Banditi 
Mages, Verona Gerault / Louve Des Carpates, Miha 
Krofel / SloWolf |Page 23 / source https://twit-
ter.com/PNationale | Drawings: Maja Smrekar | Book 
binding: Meta Kojc | Printing: BOXING BOX, Ljublja-
na, August 2017 

Production: Kapelica Gallery, Ljubljana, 2017 | 
Executive production: Sandra Sajovic | The project 
was supported by the Ministry of Culture of the 
Republic of Slovenia



K-9_topology: ARTE_mis (2017)

Ecologically, ARTE_mis connects three carnivorous 
species: human, dog and wolf, where the last two are 
genetically 99.9% identical. Ever since the beginning 
of our existence, all three species have been regulat-
ing the environment together, although the wolf is 
now an endangered species, and therefore nihilisti-
cally absent from the formal dimension of this 
project. On the other hand, humans and dogs 
became the largest invasive species on the planet. 
Therefore, Smrekar symbolically placed our cell 
materials in an equal, cohabitating relationship, as 
an artistic artefact.

An installation set up as a surrealistic emotional 
memory of an intimate room hosts a microscope 
through which a hybrid cell is o�ered up for obser-
vation.

Expert consultancy and support: G. Šutić | 
Logistic support and light consultancy: Miloš 
Vujković | Technical support and light design: 
Jure Sajovic, Boris Britovšek | Acknowledgment: 
Ada and Byron | Laboratory equipment: Kambič 
Laboratorijska oprema, Iskra Pio, Domel

Production: Kapelica Gallery, Ljubljana, Slovenia 
2017 | Part of an international project DITOs 
(Doing It Together Science) | The program of 
Kapelica Gallery supported by the European 
Comission - Creative Europe and Horizon2020, 
Ministry of Culture of the Republic of Slovenia 
and the Department of Culture of the Munici-
pality of Ljubljana

In BioTehna - a Laboratory for artistic research of living systems (Kersnikova Institute, Ljubljana, Slovenia), within the 
regulated biotechnological protocols, a team of collaborators and the artist, juxtaposed contemporary biotechnologi-
cal abilities next to the mythologies on humans and animals. 





K-9_topology:         
HYBRID FAMILY (2016)

The 'HYBRID FAMILY' project is the second one in a trilogy The 'HYBRID FAMILY' project is the second one in a trilogy 
under the common title 'K-9_topology', where the artist      
investigates the co-evolution, co-habitation and possible 
scenarios of the cross-species hybridization of humans and 
dogs.

In her three-month seclusion from the bustle of everyday In her three-month seclusion from the bustle of everyday 
life, Maja Smrekar bent her emotions, thoughts and body 
until she was able to use her own breast milk to feed a new 
family member. The newcomer is a female Icelandic Spitz 
that answers to the name of Ada. Together with Byron, an 
adult Scottish Border Collie, Smrekar and Ada formed a 
hybrid family as a context for the study of the emotional 
economy between vastly different species such as human economy between vastly different species such as human 
and dog. In the project, Smrekar reflects on her motherly 
changes and tries to escape the symbolic confines of human 
families. In her seclusion, Smrekar dis-humanized herself in 
such a way that her hybrid family allows us to see the    
zoe-bios opposition through the eyes of a pre-humanist 
(Aristotelian) human animal, without humanizing the animal 
or animalizing the human (Agamben).or animalizing the human (Agamben).

The artistic process was documented in a blog in the form of     
correspondence with the co-curator Jens Hauser, and it     
follows the psychological and physical transformations that 
transformed the artists’ body into a bio-political product par 
excellence. 

http://majasmrekar.org/blog

Author: Maja Smrekar
Co-production: Kapelica Gallery, Praksa, Freies Museum 
Berlin

In collaboration with:
Co-curated by: Jens Hauser and Jurij Krpan
Artistic collaboration: Manuel VasonArtistic collaboration: Manuel Vason

The project was part of the transmediale and CTM Vorspiel 
2016 program.

Supported by: Ministry of Culture of the Republic of   Slove-
nia, Municipality of Ljubljana – Department for Culture

Premiered: Freies Museum Berlin, Berlin, Germany



Survival Kit for the 
Anthropocene - TRAILER (2015)

The fast growth of invasive species – a natural phenomenon The fast growth of invasive species – a natural phenomenon 
triggered by the Homo Sapiens species – can be understood 
as an (un)intentional experiment enabling us to objectively 
or subjectively directly observe the dramatic sixth extinction 
of species on Earth.

Continuing our opus of the exploration of the typology of    Continuing our opus of the exploration of the typology of    
invasive species, through intersections of geopolitical        
parameters on one side and local-sociological paradigms on 
the other, we picked some of the signifiers of the national 
cultural heritage and transformed them into the Survival Kit 
for the Anthropocene (after which the present geological 
epoch is named).

http://aksioma.org/survival.kit/ 

Author: Maja Smrekar
Production: Aksioma Institute

In collaboration with:
Architecture and design concept: Andrej Strehovec, u.d.i.a.
Embroidery: Alenka Gašperin
Execution: ScenArt d.o.o.Execution: ScenArt d.o.o.
Thanks: Jože Zajc, Tanja Drašler, Marija Smrekar, Željko 
Strunjak, Darko Vugrinec, Mesni butik „PIGI“ 

Supported by: The Ministry of Culture of the Republic of     
Slovenia, The Ljubljana City Council – Cultural Department

Premiered: Aksioma Gallery, Ljubljana, Slovenia




























